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The new Scheme of the Oppofers of this Trade Expofed. 


hs aint Actes 





F Noife and Clamour, if the moft unheard-of 
Taunts and ill Language, if all manner of Scur- 
rility, Rudenefs’, and Indecency in Contempt 
of the Laws ‘of common Civility, and’ even 

= to the Offence of the Ears of their own Party, 

were a Teft of Victory, the Oppofers of the Treaty 
of Commerce have undoubtediy the better of the 

MERCATOR in all that has been faid about the 

Trade with France. , 

Much may they be the better of fach Conqueft, and 
let them pleafe themfelves' with the feandalous Method; 
it is all the Advantage they can make of it, as the End 
will make appear. 

It is the Complaint ofan Author,who fuffers in com- 
mon with the MERC ATOR under the Infolence of 
thefe People; ‘“‘ We are treated, fays he, as if it was 
“ Criminal ro give our Opinion of things, becaufe it 
“ differs from theirs, or as if we had Toft our Englith 
“ Liberty, and were not to have Freedom of Speech 
© allowed. 

The MERCATOR has refolved to let thefe Wri- 
ters take their full Liberty with him: He keeps himfcif 
to the Areument, and will ftill make it good, That, the 
French Trade ever was to the Advantage of this Nati- 
on, take it one Year with another, and will be much 
more fo after the Treaty is made Lffectual, than ever it 
was before. 

The Noife rais’d againfi this hrs been much: thie 
Subfance fo little, that however it may provok. parti- 
cular Perfons, that they are nor taken notice of, the 
MERCATOR cannot think it worth the leaft Re- 
mark: nor can he talk to thofe People in their Dialect, 
when they can fpeak Truth, and with Decency ; which 
is the Reafon he takes no notice at all of them. ‘ihe 
MERCATOR will not refofe to argne calmly with 
any body; but Railing proves nothing, unlefs it be thae 
thofe,who uf it,can prove nothing, and therefore Rail, 

But although the MERCATOR will not meddle 
with thefe Mens Noife and C lamour, yer when Schemes 
of the Trade are to be given, the Craft and Fraud of 
one muft appear, that a true Scheme may be prefented 
at lat; and yet in this, the MERCATOR fhall ex- 
change as few words with the Perfons as poflible. 

The MERCATOR had refolved to give a true 
Scheme of the French Trade for the Year 1674, there- 
by to prove, that the French Trade was advantageous 
tous in that very Year,in which the OLD SCHEME 
had put its Chezts upon the World. 

But the Materials tor that Year are not ready, and 
our Oppofers are in hafte to be Expofed; and to pro- 
voke the AMAEXC ATOR the more, have with every 
jot as much Fraud as the other, and lefs Colour for it, 
fent a new SCHEME into the World for the Year 
1685. | 

Now the M#ERC ATOR gives notice, (1) That 
there is a particular Cheat ia choofing the Year 1685, 
( viz.) becaufe it was the Year immediately after feven 
Years Prohibition of Commerce, when the Country 
might be emptied very much of French Goods, and 
when, as all Prohibitions are injurious to the Export of 
our Manuficlures, the French had five Years Improve- 
ment in their own. (2) Though it fhould appear by 
this Scheme,that our Export of Manufactures was lefs 
than formerly, the Rule is not good to judge by for our 
future Trade, becaufe the Duty on Englifh Manufaftures 
in France was doubled Ann. 1667, and confequently 
their Exportation in 1685 lefs; and by the prefent 
‘Lreary all thofe additional Duties are to be taken off, 
and confequently thofe Exporrations muft be more. 


rs thefe Peafons, the MERCATOR fays this 


NEW. SCHEME is a Fraud in its Defign, a meet 
Cheat, a Deceptio vifus, drawn to amufe and impofe 
u lg: the People, conform to the general Defign of all 
the reft. . 

As it is a Cheat in its original Defign, {%, is the like 
Cheat carried on throtigh all the Parts of it, and a ge- 
nera!l Air of Shuffle and Trick may be feen to run thro’ 
the whole Work. | 

And yet to take from them all Pretence of this being 
faid to thun an Examination, the AZERCATOR, 


after having expofed a little the Frauds of this Scheme, 


fhall undertake to prove, that the Trade to France even 
of this very Year 1685, with juft Allowances fo: éhie 
time, was to our Advantage, and all the Ballaces 
drawn by thefe SCHEME MAKERS of 770,000 |, per 
Ann, Lofs, and 1,198,000 1. ‘per Ann. Lofs, and the 
like, are meer Chimera’s, Gafconades, and Fictions, 


‘without ground, 


The MERCATOR fpeaks of thefe Scheme-makers 
in the Plural, becaufe the Perfon,who is faid to he cm- 
proyd, is well known to haye no Experience in Trade, 

ut to {perk what other People put in his Mouth: Nor 
is this any Incivility to him, but fpoken to his Advan- 
tage, for he could not have been capable of fuch Mie 


ftikes,as appear in this new Scheme, had the thing been 


‘in his Head. 


Thefe Scheme-makers then had found by Experience, 
that the old SCHEME, which went barctuc'dly to work 
and cheated us in Quantity, had been expofed, and 
would not do ; aiid it being abfolutely neceffary to cheat 
the People one way or other, they fall to work with the 
Value, and refolve to cheat us in the Price, as a thir 


that would bear Wrangling, and that they could help 


out with Noife and ill Words. 

Bur in this their .Wit-has fallen fo much fhort of 
their Knavery, as to expofe them in fome things to 
moft grofs Abfandsties, in others to plain Contradisi- 
ons, and in many more to evident Falihood ; the 


‘MERCATOR thal! touch at a few, which may pafs 


for a Specimen of the reft, it being far from the AZER- 


CATOR’s Bufinefs to haggle with them about Prices, 


and run through the Labyrinth of Particulars, Things 
which have no Tendency to bringing the Difpute to.an 
end. Butthe MERC ATOR thall afterward draw a 
true Scheme from their falfe one, and leave it to the 
Judgment of the Nation, who is Right and who 
rong. 
Take a few of the Inconfiftencies of this Scheme thus, 


Wrought Brafs and Copper rated at 81. per C. weight. 

Clock-work at qos. 3 

Butter in one place at 20 s. per Firkin, in another at 
20 s» per Barrel. 

Hemp and Flax at the fame Price; and the laft at 29 s, 
per C. which is worth 40 s. one time with another. 

Wrought Silks outward at 15s. per]. and join’d with 
Silk Stuffs to cover the Cheat; whereas Wroughr 
Silks inward are rated at 50s. per]. and moit of 
our Wrought Silks fent to France were Silk 
Stockings, which the Scheme rates again at 50s. 
in the Out-Ports, and at 15s. in the Port of 
London. | 

Coals from Neweafile to France rated at 10s. the great 
Chaldron, and from London at 20s. the finelg 
Chaldron, as if the Freight was,not to be put pe 
on the Value of the Coals from Newcafile as well 
as the Freight to London upon thofe taken at Lon 
don, fince the Frengi paid it ia the firft, or elie 
ought not to have. paid it in the Jal; and every 
oie knows that Coals, Grindfones, Lilline tones, 
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aS and fuch Goods, are fold with the Charges of 
; #253} eight included in the Price of them. 
YS Bhi Cheat amounts to at leaft 35s, the Chaldron, 


a CMaicafile Meafure. 

“hauls are another Article, which are reciprocally Ex- 
<=327 ported to France, and Imported from France, as 
‘Os ifferent Merchants at different Ports gave Com- 
} 4 ~¢niffions: This IMPARTIAL SCHEME rates them 
| at 31, per C..when we fend them to France, but 
| uts them at 3].10s. per C. when they come 
| om France hither. 

| Thefe may ferve as a Sample, being a few of the 
“many Inconfiftencies of thefe People, and a proof, that 
_ the Perfon, who Hands this to the Publick is not va- 
*  pable to examine it, but puts down juft what thofe, 
who fupply him with Materials,pleafe to give him; and 
for this Reafon He is not to be talked to in this Matter. 

The Callicoes Exported to France are a farther Teft 
of the Honefly of thefe Scheme-Makers ; thefe are put 
all together, Muflins and all,'at 10 s. per Piece; the 
Prétence js, that the Cuflom-Houfe enters Callicoes at 
10 Yards pet Piece, which is nothing to the purpofe, 
but to multiply Words without Matter, fince the Act 
for limiting the Piece of Callicoesto 10 Yards, was pafs'd 

th and 5th of Wil. Ih cap. For this Account is 

rawn from the 2 Jac. Il. being Eight Year before that 

A&t was made, as alfo appears by the Book of Rates: 

And the fame Writers called the fame Goods 22 s. per 

Piece in one of their former Papers. 

As the Exportation then does not at all mention that 
length of the Pieces, and this Year 1685 was long before 
that A& was made, we ate allowed to take thefe Callicoes 
Exported in the ufual denomination of Pieces, as they 
are really in thenyelves, as they were then bought at 
the Sales, and as Muflins and Painred Callicoes are 
included in that Term, it is without contending with 
thefe Enraged People, left to the Judgment of the 
Drapers and Dealers in thofe Goods, whether taking 

‘them from a Long-Cloth to a Betellee or Dorea, or 

Mullmull, they can be fuppofed to be Under-Rated at 

50s. per Piece. in whole Pieces, when they fhall prove 

that thoft Goods were Pieces of 10 Yards toa Piece, 
it will be time to make an Allowance, and not before. 

This Cheat ferves their Purpofe for no lefs than the 
Sum of One hundred thirty four thoufand fix hundred 
forty fix Pounds, which is no great Matter to what is 
fi)) behind. , 

To clofe this Lift of SelfContradictions, the next 
Article is that of Tann’d Leather, an Article not the 
leaft confiderable a.nong our Exportations. 

It is well known,that the greateft Quantitics of the 
Tann’d Leather, which we Export from England to 
France are in CALVE-SKINS, or Calves-Leather, 
Tann’‘d and Drefs'd, for we do not Export our Leather 
to France as we do our Cloth to Holland, Undreft, 
(Undyed) and Unfinifhed; fome Neats Leather, and 
Sole Leather is fent, but not much, compared to the 
Calves-Leather: This Calves Leather confifts of two 
forts, Country Calves-Skins which are finall, and ufed 
to be fold in that very Year of 1685. as the MER- 
CATOR offers ‘to prove upon the Oaths of good 
Witneiies for 11 d.to 12d. 4 per Pound, and Calves- 
Leather of London, which was always larger, and was 
fold for 13d. to 13 d. 4 per Pound. 

All thefe of the London Export thefe SCHEME- 
MAKERS have put together, with the Neats- Leather 
and Sole-Leather in one Article, to hide the Cheat, at 
3 1. per C. weight, which is about 6d. per Pound. 

Here againthe MERCATOR calls them in as 
Witneffes againft themfelves for that: It had tlipt their 
Memories that in the very fame Scheme they had Rated 
the Country Calves-Leather Exported at the Out-Ports 
at 9d. per Pound, alcho’ they are always 2d. per Pound 
Cheaper than the other; fo that. they Rare the low 
pric'd Calves-Leather at 9 d. per Pound, and the high 
pric’d at 6d. 

What need have Men to keep their Senfes about 
them when they have fuch Drudgery to do? And to 
remember very well, what they do or fay, that they do 
not detect themftlves of Meaning better at one time 






fe may be indeed dismuic to ces ee 
Cheat, becaufe the Quantity of each is uncertain; bur 


—— a 


it may be fuppofed, without any blame, that three 
fourths of the ‘Article of Tann’d Leather from London 


was in Calves-Skins, others fay much more, which 
then will fiand thus : 


The Quantity. gf Tannd Leather Exported from 
London, ae Eh ae If the Calves-Skins 
are three fourths of that Quantity, as the MERC A- 
TOR belicves they are, then fo much of that Leather 
as were Calves-Skins, ought to have been Rated at 
leaft at 12 d. per Pound; and even by their own Rate 
of Country Calves-Skins, in the very next Page, at 
9d. this at 12d. per Pound is 16,055 |. funk in 22,0001. 
which it muft be own’d is hardly modeft, If they 
fhould think this too high, then their own Avcount, at 
9 d. per Pound, makes it appear they have funk the 
Value upon us of 80221. 10s. in 22,000]. which is 
pretty well for foung Beginners. | 

The MERCATOR cannot run into Arguments 
with them upon Trifles ; but in the following Rates 
recommends their Honefty to all the Traders of this 
Nation to Judge by. | 

Aclafles 11. 4s. per Piece, often worth 20 1. feldom 
fo low as 5 |. per Piece, fometimes 5 1, per Yard.: 

Cutrannegs 1}. 10s. pet Piece, being Eaft-India 
Silks, ‘alfo worth from §0 s, per Piece to 6]. 

Japan Cabinets 51. per Piece, feldom in thofe Days 
fold at the Sales under 25 |. and oftener at 50 |, 

Tea-Tables 5s. each, in thofe times worth fiom 
20 Ss fO §0 S. | 

Woollen-Cloth per Weight at 2s. per Pound; what 
Woollen-Cloth that can be they do not tell us. 

Books and Maps at 1]. per C. Weight, the worft 
Ballads muft be worth more, Wafle Paper is worth 
more, nothing can be fo worthlefs except their 
own Schemes. | 

Wrought Leather 1s, 6d. per Pound, old Shooes 
are worth more. 

Haberdafhery 10], per C, Weight, take it one with 
another, it is worth 50}. and may be worth 1001. 

And the like in abundance more, 

In their Importations their Prices are as Notorious 
the other way, (viz.) 

Brandy pcr Ton at 291. which was bought in France 

for 9]. and often fold in London for 201. 

Wines 171. 10s. per Ton, which, as canbe proved 
by good Evidence, were bought one with another 
for 8 |. per Ton, and often fold in London from 
20 |. to 24]. per Ton, after paying all the Charges, 
and 7 |. 10s. per;fon Cuftom, as many Mer hiants 
now living can teftify: Nay, bot Wine and 
Brandy were often fol! in that very Year of 168§ 
at 3s. per Gallon by the Quart Pot. ; 

By thefe Articles they x1aif their Sum Totals above 
185,000 Pounds. 

Their Fraud in the French Linen is as great, for firft 


having pick’d out a Year after Severi Years Prohibition, 


as aforefaid, the Quantity of Dowlatles and Lockra:us 

at Year are 20,009 Picees more thin, one Year wih 
another, are ever brought in from France, which Me- 
thod, if ic fhall be allowed, the MERCATOR 
demands to bring in the like, when in 1668.the French 
took from England above 21,000 Fodder of Lead, which 
at 121. per Fodder, ainounted to 252,000 |. 

This Article of Dowlas and Lockrams makes a Show 
for them of 100,000 Pounds: And the like in other 
Cafes. 

In the other Linen their Frauds are like the reft in 
Valuation : For Example, 

Silefia Lawns 10 s. per Piece, which were fold by Re- 

tail from §s. to 7 s. in the Drapers Shops. 
French Ghentings 11. 10s. ufually fold here from 
10S to 1955. 

French Diaper 1s. 4d. per Yard the Napkining, 
which was yery rarely worth above 10 d.to 12d. 
by Retail. 

Thefe ave but a few ; but by thefe any Impartie! Eye 
my judge at the reft, and whether by this Method it is 
not cae ro make a Scheme of Trade to Ballance which 
wiy we pleafe. 
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than another. 
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